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E
very now and then, almost as a habit, I head to the news portal I

have always used, type the word TATTOO into the search bar and

hit enter. A good 70% of what comes up is a load of old celebrity

claptrap. Often it's the same story regurgitated across the media as

people re-write it for their own personal audience. It can be like

Chinese Whispers, the facts becoming twisted a little more each time.

Saying that, though, there is always information that raises a wry smile

or just plain shocks you.

Each story has a little flag by it that tells you its country of origin and

it's interesting to see that it's only the US and the UK that seem

obsessed with tattoo tittle-tattle and the cult of celebrity. Whether it’s

someone famous getting new ink, or just someone getting a famous

person's likeness inked on to them, the media doesn't seem that fussy;

throw in a bit of implied mental illness and Bob's Your Uncle, you've got

a great story of national or international interest.

This month, the same as every other month, I roll my eyes and tut like

a grumpy old man and wonder when the mainstream media will take

their fingers out of our pie. But they do sometimes play an important

role. For example if a news story can get the message across that

owning a tattoo machine does not make you a tattoo artist, then that can

only be a good thing.

When you read a story like the one about the nineteen year old being

prosecuted for tattooing a thirteen year old in his bedroom, you begin

to see the kinds of challenges faced by tattooing. Surely at some point

the powers-that-be will need to address these problems? Once upon a

time tattooing seemed more than able to police itself, but that was in

the days when it was governed by tattooists. Now it’s a free-for-all,

which just can’t be right. A law to restrict the sale of cheap tattoo

equipment (that, right now, can be obtained by just about anybody)

wouldn't affect the licensed professional but might perhaps keep it out

of the hands of the bandwagon-jumping money-grabbers and the

assholes who have no respect for this art, their clients' skin, or anything

else come to think of it. Rant over…until next time!

James
editor@totaltattoo.co.uk

www.totaltattoo.co.uk

www.facebook.com/totaltattoomagazine

EDITORIAL

•    Total Tattoo has one of the best reputations 
     in the business - respected by tattooists and 
     tattoo fans alike.

•    Advertising in Total Tattoo is great value for 
     money. An advert can pay for itself many times 
     over with the extra business it brings in.

•    Most copies of Total Tattoo are read by more 
     than one person - passed around among 
     friends or in tattoo studios etc.

BOOST
YOUR
BUSINESS
with Total Tattoo

Tens of thousands of people read

Total Tattoo worldwide. Why not tell

them about your product, service, 

studio or website.

Call Luke on 

01603 958062
or e-mail advertising@totaltattoo.co.uk

Ask for our media card – you’ll be amazed at how
reasonable our rates are. We can discuss your 
requirements with you, and we
will work out the best price
deal to suit you too.  We can
even design and create your
advert for you, at very little
extra cost.

You’re holding a copy of Total Tattoo in your
hand so you know the quality and passion
that goes into it.  The same quality and
passion goes into the service that we offer our
advertisers.

e-mail advertising@totaltattoo.co.uk
“All that glisters is not gold”

― William Shakespeare



8 Total Tattoo Magazine

NEWS & REVIEWS
Tattoo news and reviews for your delectation and
delight. If it goes on in the tattoo world, it goes in
here. Send us your news items, books or products
for review and items of general curiosity and
intrigue for the tattoo cognoscenti.

News, Total Tattoo Magazine, 111 Furze Road, Norwich, Norfolk NR7 0AU

Brighton Tattoo
Convention update
2015's Brighton Tattoo Convention promises, as ever, to

be unmissable. As in previous years, the focus will be

100% on tattooing and the artist list is already looking

impressive, with some real crackers yet to be revealed.

Once again, Total Tattoo is proud to be working in

partnership with the convention organisers to host the

competitions. There will be a radically

streamlined approach for 2015 with all tattoo

styles going head-to-head and one award given at

the end of each day, which will make for

smoother running of this massive event and ratchet

up the excitement even more. The judges will ONLY be

looking at work carried out at the convention itself

and, as usual, there will be highly desirable prizes for

the winning artists and their clients. We will also be

running the A3 Flash Competition and, as in past years,

we will be looking forward to something truly special. 

For further information and updates, follow the show

on social media and keep your eyes on Total Tattoo. You

can check out the website at

www.brightontattoo.com

HAVE WE GOT
NEWS FOR YOU
News reaches us that prisoners in New

Zealand are being given the chance to zap

their tattoos at a cut-price rate. The

scheme is aimed specifically at those

prisoners with unwanted visible tattoos,

with the idea that removing these tattoos

will help prevent them re-offending once

released. Priced at the equivalent of just

£15 a session, it’s cheap as chips compared

to commercial rates.

Someone who could have benefited from

this scheme is an ex-convict in Russia who,

whilst doing time, decided to have a

Swastika tattoo. It was only upon his

release from prison that it became a

problem. Exhibiting Nazi symbols in public

is an offence under Russian law, punishable

by a fine or even a short prison sentence.

Fortunately for this gentleman, on this

occasion he only received a relatively

modest fine. He has also been ordered to

keep his tattoo under wraps.

On a more serious note, a 19-year old

from Portsmouth was recently prosecuted

for tattooing a 13-year old girl. He charged

her £20 for the tattooed script on her

neck, and to add insult to injury he spelled

it wrong... but thankfully he was using Jack

Daniels to sterilise his equipment! He was

sentenced at Portsmouth Crown Court to

eight months in jail, suspended for two

years, and told to pay £300 compensation

to his victim, £100 costs and a £100 victim

surcharge. He was also ordered to do 120

hours community service. As for his

'client', she is struggling to deal with the

experience. Starter kits strike again?

We've also heard that an unlicensed tattoo

studio in Harlesden, London, has been

fined £17,823.50. Apparently the

proprietor had received previous warnings

from Brent Council and eventually they

were convicted of operating a tattoo and

body piercing business without the

relevant licence, allowing unlicensed

practitioners to carry out tattoos on

members of the public, failing properly to

train staff and allowing an under-age

unlicensed body piercer to work

unsupervised.  

Open for Business:

Modern Classic Tattoo 
It’s been a long time coming but the cord has

been cut. With eternal gratitude for the time

they've spent there, Stewart Robson and Valerie

Vargas have moved away from Frith Street

Tattoo to open their own studio, Modern

Classic Tattoo. Their new place can be found at

346 North End Road, Fulham, London SW6

1NB. Working alongside them will be Soap, Dan

Hague and Olly Streeter. For further details

head to modernclassictattooing.com or

give the studio a call on 0207 386 3252.
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Merchandise giveaway
On the back of this month's special interview with Alan Damien of Living Dead Lights,
(Page the band have given us some cool freebies to pass on to you. We have a limited
number of men’s shirts (medium or large) and women's vests (small only, sorry), a bunch
of badges, plus a few signed CDs. Just email comps@totaltattoo.co.uk and let us know
what you fancy. Please state garment size and don't forget to include your postal address.
Requests must be in by 31st December, but it's first come first served and we don't have
huge numbers of these items to give away, so don't hang about if you're keen to get hold
of something. Terms and conditions apply (see p5).

Walter Crow’s first collection of rings is called

‘Initiation’. Designed in collaboration with

tattooist Victor J Webster, it's a meticulously

researched exploration of the complex system

of symbols that were tattooed within the early

Russian prison system. Each ring carries its

own story and has been crafted using oxidised

sterling silver and either black onyx or black

diamonds. New Zealand tattooist Webster

said, "Designing for Walter Crow was a

fascinating experience that allowed me to

explore different avenues of body adornment.

As an artist it pushed me to experiment with

familiar themes using a completely new

medium." The Walter Crow brand is based on

the story of an imaginary traveller’s

adventures around the world. Co-founder

Andrew Slane tells us, “With this new

collection, we set out to craft bold jewellery

for the unconventional individual. Unique

pieces with meaning.” The range is available to

order at www.waltercrow.co.nz

Walter Crow x Victor J Webster: 
Jewellery inspired by Russian prison tattoos

Artist Wanted
for Aurora Tattoo 

Emma Kierzek and the crew from Aurora

Tattoo are looking for a new member to

join their team.

High quality black and grey realism is a

must as it’s extremely popular at the

studio, but they would also like to add a

little something new to the pot.

Please note, they are not looking for an

apprentice. If you are an experienced,

enthusiastic tattooist with a strong

portfolio. e-mail:
auroratattoo@hotmail.co.uk



10 Total Tattoo Magazine

Book Review 
Patterns From Hell
By Gino Angelov

Price £50

Available from

www.angelovtattoo.com 
'Patterns From Hell' is one of those books
that draws you in over time. When I first
flicked through it, I don’t think I registered just
how packed with goodness it really is. These
days, with spacious one-design-per-page
layouts being the norm, the crowded design of
this volume is most unusual. It’s crammed with
so much great stuff you almost can't see the
woods for the trees. But slow down and take
your time, and it just starts to pop - and
doesn't stop. Essentially there are two simple
themes - skulls and serpents, with the odd
eyeball thrown in for good measure, but
Angelov’s imagination runs wild, and the
variations are astounding. This book is a must. 

Bristol Tattoo
Convention announced!

We are also really excited to announce

that the Bristol Tattoo Convention is

happening! It will be the first major

convention in Bristol since the 1950s and

is shaping up to be a really high profile

event. Some of the best artists from

around the world will be gathering in this

historic city to showcase their amazing art.

The convention will be held at Brunel's

Old Station, a landmark venue in the heart

of the city, on June 13th and 14th 2015.

Check out the growing artist list on their

website, or follow the regular updates on

social media. And if you're wanting some

work, get in quick as we've heard a few of

the artists are almost booked up already!

Last month we inadvertently credited the

cover photograph to the wrong

photographer. It was in fact taken by

Melanie Titus.

Also, in last month' s feature from The Trip

Out we mistakenly spelt Naresh Bhana's

surname wrong. So to clarify the situation,

this is Naresh and he looks like this...

And here is a prawn bhuna, which looks

like this... Sorry.

www.bristoltattooconvention.com

and instagram @bristoltattooconvention



Pip Ramsey is one of the Symonds

brothers from Cherry Blossom

Tattoo Studio in Walton-on-the-

Naze on the Essex coast. Recently he

has been under the needle to raise

money and awareness for Crohn’s

desease. 

Following a diagnosis of Crohn’s in his early

twenties, Pip went on to suffer increasingly

difficult symptoms and infections, eventually

leading to some radical surgery. This resulted

in some pretty major scarring and an

ileostomy bag (to collect the waste products

from his body). Long periods on steroids to aid

his recovery eventually took their toll, and to

add insult to injury Pip developed arthritis and

osteoporosis. "There were times during my

lengthy stays in hospital when I really hit rock

bottom", says Pip. Fortunately he is now in a

much happier place, married and a father of

four.

Pip enlisted the help of his tattooist brothers

and friends at Cherry Blossom to solve one

challenging legacy of his surgery. As he

explains, “I don’t always want to cover up on

hot summer days, and I soon realised people

were staring at my scars and ileostomy bag.”

So he decided to get covered in ink to give

others something more interesting to look at

and called on talented artists Lee and Glenn

(his brothers), Lee Curry, and Zac Symonds

(his cousin) to create tattoos based around a

Crohn's theme. "It’s amazing how many people

don’t realise I’ve got the bag now”, he says. 

Pip’s latest tattoos have all been done for

charity, and they all have a light-hearted

approach. There's a character on his stomach

called Septic Sid, who is shown pumping

waste from his stomach to his bag, and there

are three illustrations on his backside: a hand 

pointing and saying “Not In Use”, a monkey

dragging an anchor reading “Rocky Bottom”,

and a boxer punching the word Crohn’s.

Pip says “I have a much brighter outlook on life

these days and my experience of Crohn’s has

actually made me a stronger and more positive

person.” He does not feel the need to hide his

condition; on the contrary, he is now

passionate about raising awareness and money

for Crohn’s charities through his tattoo

collecting. So far he has managed to raise over

a thousand pounds. If you would like to help

Pip you can donate simply by visiting

www.justgiving.com/peter-ramsey

or text INKD77 to 70070
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LINKYS
Here is this month’s selection of web links, containing a wide range of tattoo snippets for you to

enjoy.  If you know of a good Linky that you think our readers would like, drop us a line to

editor@totaltattoo.co.uk putting Linkys as your subject.

Possessed by Ink: Thai Tattoo Festival

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktvsx9cUBWc

Intenze Creative Academy, Florence, Italy

https://vimeo.com/83688902

Borneo Birth

https://vimeo.com/28200395

Ostblut 

https://vimeo.com/110133718

Tattoos raise money for Crohn’s Charity
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I have long been a fan of Nick Morte’s work.   

From the moment I opened the first CD we received

from him here at Total Tattoo, I was hooked. His

tattoos are beautifully composed fusions of darkness and light,

their disparate elements always working together in perfect

harmony. This interview paints a fascinating picture of his life

and background, showing exactly why his art is so distinctive. 

Tell us about how you first came into contact with art...
I was born in Russia, into a family of doctors. I remember my childhood well, but

if I describe it to you, you'll think I'm talking about the 1960s rather than the

1980s! That's how it was in the Soviet Union. We had black and white

television, with just two official government channels, and there was only one

radio station, on the air from 6am to midnight. So we didn't exactly have many

sources of artistic inspiration. But in a way, the lack of information and the

limitations imposed by the authorities helped 'different', open-minded,

intelligent people – people like my parents – to come together and share music,

art and literature within their circle. I remember my dad bringing home a

home-made typewritten copy of Bulgakov’s The Master And Margarita that he'd

borrowed for just a couple of days from a friend. We read it overnight. Or music

that my mum used to copy from illegal bootlegs bought on the black market.

When my parents had the chance to get hold of an art book, we would spend

ages looking at the pictures and quite often my dad would copy them into his

sketchbook. The most exciting ones were the Japanese art books that my

father used to borrow. God knows where he got them from. I could sit with him

for hours watching him draw water dragons. That was my introduction to art.
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Who's been the biggest influence

on your creative life?

I guess that credit still goes to my

parents. Both of them are good at

drawing and painting, and they

were always very supportive of my

artistic hobbies when I was a kid...

or at least they were until I went

to law school. After getting my

law degree I decided not to work

as a lawyer but become a tattooist

instead, and I think I lost a little bit

of support at that point [laughs].
But I gained it back afterwards! It

took a while though, and I can't

really blame them. When the whole

country's going to hell in a

handcart, and even the most

educated people are starving, you

don’t want to see your son

running around chasing a dream

like that, right? It was a struggle

for me, but I made it. Eventually. 

How did your Russian surroundings and culture influence you?

They influenced me a lot. You can still see it in my work today. I spent

most of my childhood wandering in the woods, when I wasn't drawing or

reading old books... Sometimes I had to read by candlelight, because we

had so many power cuts! I've been inspired by nature all my life. I still

spend a lot of time hiking in the woods. It's where I get my inspiration

from, and it's how I re-charge my batteries. And of course I wouldn't be

where I am right now if I wasn't influenced by Russian culture. Even

though I have a very complicated relationship with my home country, I

still appreciate Russian art and classical Russian literature. A lot of it is

very dark and mystical. It's really got nothing to do with matryoshka
dolls and all the other stupid shit that people believe to be Russian. It's

so sad that such a beautiful culture was destroyed by the Communists.

It never really recovered after that.
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Did you have any formal training

as a artist?

I attended basic art school as a

teenager, that's all, but the

amount of knowledge that I

received was tremendous! It was

actually more like a hobby evening

class for kids, but we had great

teachers – real artists who had no

choice in life other than teaching.

I'm still friends with all of them. I

had a few private lessons with

them afterwards as well, and I still

meet and paint with them once in

a while. Beautiful people. But the

diploma itself doesn't mean

anything. All it really says is that I

could work in a factory painting

road signs. 

When did tattooing enter your life?

I was always fascinated by tattooing and by tattooed people, but I

never thought that I might actually become involved in this business

in any way… well, not until I did my first tattoo in 1999. The thing is,

there was no tattoo culture in Russia at that time. At least not in my

home town. We had never seen any good tattoos, and there was no

internet or any tattoo-related magazines or books. Tattooing was

only for criminals and sailors, and sometimes soldiers. My friends used

to do really bad tattoos on each other, and I just thought it was all a

bit childish. Then one day they asked me to draw a design for a

tattoo. It was a pretty shitty design I must say, but the guy who did

the tattoo fucked it up so bad that I decided next time I would try to

do the tattoo myself – mostly out of curiosity, but also to make sure

my eagle wouldn't look like a dead dolphin. Of course my first tattoo

wasn't that good, but it made me want to make the next one look a

little better, and the next, and so on... and it didn't stop! 
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Tell us about your early tattooing

experiences...

Oh God… My early experiences

were about as far from an 'exciting

and educational apprenticeship' as

you could possibly imagine. I had

to figure out most of it for myself

and learn from my own mistakes,

which was very stressful. There

was nobody to tell me what to do

or what not to do, and I didn't

really have a mentor. I learned a

little bit from the friends who

helped me build my first machine,

but it wasn't long before I figured

out that not only were they

unprofessional, they were actually

harming people. By that time I

knew I definitely wanted to be a

proper tattoo artist so, to cut a

long story short, I somehow got

the money together (money I

didn't really have) to buy myself

professional tattoo equipment.

Looking back, I still don't know

how the hell I managed to impress

the scary biker dudes who sold me

that tattoo machine, but for some

reason they let me stick around in

their shop and ask questions. You

can't put a price on that. Of

course, my parents' reaction was

not that positive. I'd spent the

money they'd given me from the

proceeds of selling their summer

house, and instead of making

some clever investment I'd bought

a tattoo machine! I still had

nowhere to learn, and I was hungry

for knowledge, so I left my home

town and took off for the big

city... and then to a bigger city...

and so on. That journey never

stopped, really. 
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How did you develop your style?

At some point I figured out that I

wouldn't get far by doing

'everything'. I knew that I had to

develop my own style, but I didn't

really know what my style would

be. I was an OK tattooist by then,

and I felt quite comfortable with

both black-and-grey and colour,

but I had no direction of my own.

It was a struggle. I had to stop and

think what I actually wanted from

my art and where I wanted to look

for my inspiration. I have always

loved Art Nouveau, so I started by

adopting classic Jugendstil pieces

for my tattoo references and

learning their 'algorithms' by

copying the patterns. I was soon

creating my own designs. When 

I look back at my old work now, 

I can see that I went a little too far

with the Alphonse Mucha style. 

I felt comfortable with it, but my

development slowed down for a

while. I had to challenge myself

not to use familiar patterns, to

step outside my comfort zone

again. That's not easy, and

sometimes it can be scary, but 

I think it's the only way to stay

inspired. Comfort kills [laughs].  

What are your plans for the

future?

I'm planning to spend more

time painting and drawing. I'm

happy that I have managed to

get back to it after a long

break, and now I want to do

more. I have received a lot of

positive feedback from all over

the world, so my motivation is

high. Next spring I'm doing a group

exhibition at the Inferno Festival

here in Oslo (with Trine Grimm and

Linda K Røed, who are amazing)

and I'm hoping to pull off my first

solo exhibition within a year from

now. Life is a million opportunities,

so I'm definitely going to use as

many as I can!

nickmorte.com
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T
he moment I saw Gina

McQuen's hand-painted

Irezumi-inspired vintage

leather furniture I knew we

had to feature it in Total

Tattoo. But behind her

astounding craftsmanship

there's an equally powerful

story of emotional struggle

and self-discovery. Gina has

come to know herself better

than most of us will ever do, and

her disarming frankness made for

a fascinating interview.

“Growing up, the only thing I could ever do was draw. Academically I

was pretty crap”, Gina tells me. “I’m the youngest of five and it was

mayhem in the house. Art was my escape.” And from a very early age

Gina knew where her future lay. “I always had this thought that if I got

into art school it would mean I had made it.” Gina got a place at college

in Middlesbrough, then after that she headed to the other end of the

country, to Taunton, to do her degree. Whilst studying, she did

placements at various London studios and began to realise she could

make money designing textiles. “Back then, everything was drawn on

paper and you sold samples of your work like that. My main thing was

florals – anything based on nature. I’m also a very good copy artist.

There's a Picasso quote, 'Good artists copy, great artists steal'."

After college Gina headed up to the big smoke to find work. At her first

interview she was told that the company did not have anything for her,

but this did not deter her at all. “When I get a good feeling about a

place, I know I have to go with it, so I told them, 'Just set me a project,

no matter what it is. I will go away and do it, and then I’ll come back.’ I

know he tried to come up with the hardest thing he could! He asked

me to produce a design that looked like it had been woven. The funny

thing was, I was living above a carpet shop at the time and there were

Interview James Sandercock

Pictures James Sandercock and Gina McQuen
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always leftover bits lying around. I took a print from the back of one of these and hand-painted

the design into it – which worked really well and looked amazing. When I took it to show him he

couldn't believe it. I started work two days later.” 

Gina became the company’s best-selling designer and was sent off to Japan with her collection.

Life was good and she was on her way up. However, on her return from the Far East things fell

apart. “Coming back to the UK triggered the first of my serious mental health problems”, she

explains. And the environment was not sympathetic. “I lost all respect for the people I worked

with. It was all about money.” But when her depression lifted, Gina threw herself into her work

again and proved once more that she was an artistic talent to be reckoned with.

That was in 1989 and British creativity was in global demand. Gina heard about an opportunity at

a studio in New York and sent over some photographs of her work. Before she knew it, she was

on a plane heading for the Big Apple. “I spent a total of five years there, eventually landing a job as

an art director. I was earning shit loads of money. There were so many English people over there

just getting rat-arsed. The Americans just seemed to adore us and we were the best designers! I

did so much that I am proud of there. I even lectured at the Fashion Institute of Design and

Technology. But then my depression hit again.”

Gina came back to London in 1994. “I went off

the rails for a while”, she tells me. Thankfully

her depression lifted once more and she was

able to put another collection together, but

this one was different. “I didn't design this new

collection on the basis of selling it and making

money. I just wanted to find the right person

to work for. I took a small stall at Première

Vision (the textile world's equivalent of the

London Tattoo Convention!) and that’s when I

saw designs painted directly onto different

fabrics for the first time. I was blown away. I

set myself a goal: everything I could create on

paper, I wanted to be able to do on fabric.” It

took Gina a while, but by now you’ve probably

guessed that when she puts her mind to

something not much can stop her. She ended

up working for the very same company that

had made such an impression on her at

Première Vision.

Tragically, in 2007 depression hit once again.

But this time there wasn't only Gina to

consider. She now had a young daughter, Lola,

and it was an incredibly difficult period for

both of them. Passed from pillar to post by

people who didn't seem to know what to do

with her or how to help, Gina became suicidal.

“It was awful what I did to my family – but I

wasn't me. My sister Shelly had always been

the one who could reach me and get me out

of it, but she said I was like a different person

this time. I was in hospital, and I saw

psychiatrist after psychiatrist to try to find

some answers.” Eventually Gina was diagnosed

with a personality disorder. At last something

made sense to her and she embarked on an

intensive three-year programme of therapy.

Day after day, session after session, utilising

her incredible work ethic, she did everything

she was asked to do. “I completely embraced

it and I have to say it saved my life. I now

know what my depression was all about,

where it came from, and what the triggers

are.”

With life beginning to feel like it was on a

more even keel, Gina didn't want to go back

to doing what she had always done. Then she

found a new passion. “I began to explore

Bushido, the way of the Samurai. It just fired
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something off inside me. I spent hours and

hours in the library learning about it, and I

would go to any lectures or seminars I could

find. Then I discovered Horiyoshi III and

started buying his books. Looking at his work

just made my heart pound, which was how I

used to feel about textiles.”

To begin with, Gina used her new-found

inspiration to draw designs on t-shirts – fabric

was the obvious choice for her – but one day

she grabbed her marker pen and started to

draw on her sofa. “I surrounded myself with

my reference books and I soon realised this

was something that could really work, with

the right products and the right materials. So I

set about learning everything I needed to

know about leather. I had to do this properly.”

Gina's art breathes new life into old furniture.

She is always looking for interesting,

characterful pieces that will inspire her.

“Before I buy anything I try to visualise what I

want to put on it. I have to feel what will go on

there.”  She has learned how to strip off

existing finishes, recolour the leather and

refinish it – carrying out the entire process

herself in the front room of her Islington flat.

It’s not quick. From initial concept to finished

piece it can take many weeks and multiple

sessions. (Sound familiar?) It's still relatively

early days, but demand is steadily increasing.

As well as furniture, Gina has also worked on

satchels and leather jackets and is looking to

incorporate different textiles into some of her

pieces too.

A whole new world has opened up for the

lady who loves leather. “The tattoo community

has really embraced me, and I've met all these

wonderful people. I feel like I’m flying at the

moment.  I feel alive again! I wrote to

Horiyoshi III and asked him to accept one of

my satchels as a gift, saying that my work

would not have come about if it hadn't been

for him. I know I'm on the right path now. I

can feel it in my heart. I have to navigate from

the heart; you have to love what you do.”

www.lamberty.co.uk/designer/gina-

mcquen/

www.facebook.com/gina.mcquen.1



26 Total Tattoo Magazine



FREE MUG 
FOR EVERY NEW SUBSCRIBER

Subscribe to Total Tattoo, the UK’s finest tattoo magazine, and we’ll
send you one of our fantastic bone china mugs celebrating our 10th

anniversary. Get your regular dose of tattoo news, features, interviews
and show reports – everything tattoo in the UK, Europe and the rest of
the World – delivered every month direct to your door.

Option 1 (UK residents only)
Call our subscriptions hotline on 0800 917 8794
and set up a direct debit for £10.50 per quarter 
(£42 per year) and receive 12 issues delivered to 
your door 

Option 2 (UK and overseas residents)
Subscribe securely online at www.totaltattoo.co.uk
and receive 12 issue delivered direct to your door for a 
reduced rate of £46.20 (UK)
Europe £88 • Rest of World £112

• FREE Total Tattoo Mug

• Save money on the cover price

• Free delivery to your door 

• Read it before it reaches the shops

Total Tattoo Magazine 27



28 Total Tattoo Magazine

Report and photos by Travellin’ Mick

STOCKHOLM

INK BASH

Organiser Tumppi from House of Pain and
his team from Shark Production must have a
good relationship with Sól, the Norse
goddess of the sun. There are only a few tiny
specks of cloud in the clear blue sky over
Stockholm, and the yachts in the harbour are
rocking gently on the glistening water.
There's a nice refreshing sea breeze, and
from the balcony of the Münchenbryggeriet
(the lovingly restored former brewery
building where the Ink Bash is held) visitors
are enjoying spectacular panoramic views of
the Swedish capital.

In the main hall of the convention, with its
incredibly high ceiling, there are four rows
of generously-sized booths; Tumppi and his
team definitely don't try to cut corners or
cram too many artists into the space. Light
floods in through the huge windows, and
every evening when the sun sinks lower in
the sky there's a magical moment (which has
now become something of a trademark for
the Ink Bash) when the whole place seems to
be bathed in gold. The bar, restaurant,
vendor stalls, stage and a couple of dozen
more tattooists' booths occupy adjoining
smaller rooms, creating an ideal space for
comfortable browsing during the day and
raucous partying at night.

Up in the gallery, black-and-grey legend
Jack Rudy from the USA, surrounded by
awe-struck fans, dominates the room with
his imposing presence and larger-than-life
personality. Another rare guest at European
conventions is James Kern who (like his twin
brother Tim) specialises in impossibly
detailed colour work. From here, one can
look down on the crowded aisles below and
see the most amazing selection of world
class artists, all within just a few metres of
each other: Carlos Torres, Nikko Hurtado,
Carlos Rojas, Robert Hernandez, Jess Yen,
Jondix, Tim Kern, Theo Jak and Pioner to
name but a few. Lithuanian artists Remis and
Domantas Parvainis are leading colour
realism into new territory, Ball from
Bangkok is exploring south-east Asian
themes, and Miguel Bohigues is injecting
some Latin ink into the proceedings. A
number of other convention organisers can
be seen too, which is always a good indicator
of the international standing of an event.
David Alexander (Copenhagen), Woody
(Brighton), Roberto Borsi (Milan) and Tony
Raita (Helsinki) have their own booths here,
and Jan Tore from Norway is looking around
to find new blood for his small but exclusive
Stavanger convention. I was chatting with
Bernd Broghammer, the renowned Japanese
tattoo specialist from Germany, and he
summed it up perfectly when he described

The Stockholm Ink Bash has maintained very high standards over its
eighteen years of existence: a mind-blowing line-up of top artists in
every conceivable style, meticulous planning and organisation, and a
scenic location in a beautiful city.  With late August being the perfect
time for a trip to Sweden, what more could one ask for? 

1. 2. 3.

4.
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1. jack rudy (right) 

philippe, inochi

2. fabio moro, morof (italy)

3. by fru duva (sweden) 

4. by robert hernandez, 

vittamin tattoo (spain)

5. by pepe, left hand tattoo

6. by billy zhu, tst (china)

7. by nicklas westin (spain)

8 & 9. by mikke, 

house of pain (sweden)

10. (l to r) pioner, 

carlos rojas, nikko 

hurtado, carlos torres 

5. 6.

7.

8. 9. 10.
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11. 12.

14.

15.

16.

13.
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the Stockholm Ink Bash as “cosy and high
end at the same time”.

Another plus for this convention is the
sheer potential of the Swedish scene itself.
There are outstanding representatives of all
styles here, and an unusually high
proportion of female artists including
Johanna Thor of Bluebird, Ida of Rough
Stuff, Sandra of La Rubia Loca and Ellen
Westholm from Gothenburg. Tattooed
model Cleo Wattenström, who is a very
promising tattoo artist in her own right,
came to the Ink Bash accompanied by her
celebrity boyfriend Joel Kinnaman (star of
the latest RoboCop film and TV drama The
Killing) who also wears a notable
collection of ink.

If you can make the journey to this lovely
Scandiavian city, the Stockholm Ink Bash
is a convention you really shouldn't miss.
It's put on with true passion, and still has
the feeling of a family event despite its vast
size. The highlights just keep on coming
and the three days seem to pass by quicker
than at any other convention. So now all we
need to do is wait for 2015!

11. by sid siamese, infinity tattoo (sweden)

12 & 13. by mankan, rough stuff (sweden)

14. by david, open arms (sweden)

15. by andreas blanco, lifestyle tattoo 

(sweden)

16. by bernd broghammer, hautnah 

(germany)

17. by andreas blanco, lifestyle tattoo 

(sweden)

18. by colin dale, skin & bone (denmark)

19. by bernd broghammer, hautnah 

(germany)

20. by johan losand, imperial tattoo 

(sweden)

21. by marcus nordeback, zoi tattoo (sweden)

17. 18.

19. 20.

21.
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22. 23. 24. 25.

26.

27. 28.

29. 31.30.

22. by kim engström, 

speakeasy tattoo parlour (sweden) 

23 & 24. by ida, rough stuff (sweden)

25. by johanna, bluebird (sweden)

26. by remis cisauskas, remis tattoo (ireland)

27 & 28. by calle, king carlos (sweden)

29. by thaigerman, 1969 (norway)

30 & 31. by james kern, no hope no fear (usa)
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Where do I start? Writing, especially about myself,
is not my forte. I guess one thing I should talk
about is why I spend money on tattoos. With the
amount that I've spent on ink I could have bought
something really nice, like a painting or a piece of
jewellery, but I'd rather spend money on art that
will always be with me and will start a
conversation, rather than something to hang on my
wall or round my neck.

I was probably older than most when I got my first
tatt. It was a three inch Grim Reaper on my left
shoulder. I had just gotten my first bike, a bright
yellow 883 Harley Davidson, and I was attending
my first bike rally. It all began when I had started
dating a person who rode, and while riding on the
back I thought, “Nope, on the back is not where I

belong”... and soon after that I had my own Harley,
now purple and named Grimmy. Like so many
people, I am now addicted to the damn things.

Most of my tatts have no real meaning for me other
than the fact that I like them, and I am sure in
some way they represent my personality. But
recently the tatts that I have chosen have come to
mean much more to me. The purple coffin with
wings is for my mother who passed away in 2007
after a battle with pancreatic cancer. The pink and
purple ribbon is a tribute for my mother and me.
She may have lost her fight, but she certainly
showed me how to endure cancer with positive
thoughts and guile. She is my one true hero who I
hope never to let down.

P
ost-surgical cosmetic tattooing has been around for a while,
but what is new is the insreasing number of breast cancer
survivors who are choosing to reclaim their bodies with larger

scale tattoos of a very different kind. Always deeply personal in their
meaning, and often a very positive part of the healing process, these
tattoos make a special creative statement. Here is one woman's story
(she chooses to remain anonymous for personal and professional
reasons) and, from the other side of the needle, her tattooist Ben
Gadsby at Black Tide also tells us what the encounter meant to him.

Words and pictures by James Sandercock, Ben Gadsby and Anonymous
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It wasn’t long after my mother had
passed that I decided to volunteer for
my second overseas tour of duty. I
volunteered partly because it had
been five years since I had been
overseas – and it was time to go back
and do my bit – and partly because I
just wanted time to recover from the
loss of mom, away from everyone
else. I went for a four month tour
and stayed for eight. While overseas
I began seriously working out and
jogging every day. Sometime during
the second four months of the tour I
felt a lump in my breast, but I
dismissed it as just my imagination.
Then when I came home, I
remember stepping off the plane and
everyone asking me if I was okay. I
found this an odd question. I was on
my way to being in the best shape of
my life. How could they not see that?

Happy to be home, and busy getting
into my domestic routine, I forgot to
monitor the lump. I kept jogging,
and I finished my first marathon in
4hrs 29 minutes – nothing to write
home about (I'd never been a fast
jogger), but I did it and I was pretty
proud of myself. I found, though,
that my body was off and I just
wasn’t sure what it was. Finally, in
September of 2009, I went to the doc.
As she was doing the breast exam
she talked about the lump and I
thought, “Oh shit it's still there”.

Everyone’s story about their cancer
is unique. Mine, for the most part, is
good news from beginning to end.
Right at the start, I chose not tell my
immediate family. I just didn’t want
to put them through the worry, and I
was confident that I would win this
battle. So I let my second family take
care of me – my Air National Guard
(ANG) family. I knew I would be safe
and that they would look after my
needs, and they did. From day one,
from my bosses to the enlisted, they
stood by me like any family would.
We are a small squadron, 32 full-
time personnel and 132 on drill
weekends. We fight like any family
does, but when it comes down to
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I
t was roughly two and a half

years ago that I did this piece

for this lovely woman. About

a month before receiving her first

message, I'd seen something

floating about on social media

about a woman who had decided

that a nipple reconstruction

tattoo wasn't enough and had got

a complete chest piece covering

up the mastectomy scars and all.

I remember seeing the picture. It

was beautiful, with loads of

flowers and a Celtic knot border

around it.

But when I received the email I

thought at first it was a prank, or

just someone wasting my time,

especially as she said she was an

officer in the US military and

living in Washington, DC. It

seemed very unlikely to be true –

but it was, and her story was

amazing and it touched my heart.

She told me about her family

history of breast cancer, and her

multiple courses of chemo. At first

I thought that she'd want

something girly and floral but she

surprised me when she said that

she wanted a skull, fire, dark

purple roses, and spiders.

With this information and a photo

of her scars I began putting

together the perfect piece. For a

long time I had trouble coming up

with a way to make the very

obvious raised scars look like they

were part of the piece and not just

covered over with black. Then I

had a lightbulb moment. I came

up with the idea of having the

flames coming from some candles

and the candle wax dripping

down and over her breast, using

the scars to add a true three-

dimensional look to the tattoo.

Then she arrived. She came all

the way from the USA to sit for a

two-day back-to-back 28 hour

session. She was an absolute

champ and sat proud... While I

was tattooing her, she told me

about all the great people she has

brass tacks and you are in need, there is no better entity to have

behind you than a military one. The Marines say it the loudest, “Leave

No Man Behind”, but it's true of all the branches: when someone is

down, the others will surround you until you are back on your feet

again.

In November, I was already having my first surgery and there were

lots of restrictions: I live by myself, what do you mean I can’t pick up a

gallon of milk or lift my arms above my head? Oh, and by the way, if

you keep poking all those meds down me all I do is sleep. So, my ANG

family sat beside my bed at the hospital, and at my house too. They

were there for me, and they made it all survivable.  

In June of 2010 I went to the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in

Washington, DC. My plastic surgeon worked with me to get my

implants in just prior to me leaving, but we didn't have enough time to

finish the reconstruction. It wasn’t until I started a State Development

tour at Andrews Air Force Base that I was finally able to get in and

have my nipple construction done. That was in April 2012, two and a

half years after my ordeal had begun. The last step would be the

areola tattooing, but I had to wait another six months for that.

As happy as I was on the day of my nipple construction, I soon lost my

enthusiasm for the reconstruction process. The nipples were shrinking

and I had more scars than beauty. It was depressing. It was around

this time that I began thinking about getting tattoos, but it wasn’t

until I saw a Facebook shot of a chest piece that I finally decided for

sure that a tatt would be the answer – the end of the battle.

Ben, the rest of this story I leave to you...
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met going through similar

situations and how she wants her

story to help the hundreds of

thousands of other women going

through the same life crisis. I

admire her, and all the others.

Just the pure strength she had, to

keep her head up even after all

this. After those two sessions, she

came back a few months later for

another 8 hour session on the

underside and sternum to

complete the piece.

Afterwards she told me that these

tattoos will help her close this

chapter of her life and move

forward as a strong woman free

from cancer. I'm so proud to have

had the honour of getting to know

her and giving her this great

piece. It's one of the many special

moments I hold close to my heart.

Ben can be found at 

Black Tide Tattoo

37A High Street, Lakenheath

Suffolk IP27 9DS

01842 862095
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INK ‘N’ ART
TATTOO FEST

The show opened on the Friday. It was
a quiet day, allowing the artists to set
up, relax and tattoo in the relative calm
before the storm. Saturday came soon
enough and the warm late summer sun
was shining bright.

After entering the building through an
impressive colonnade, you were filtered
left along a corridor to the Ballroom.
This large rectangular room was well lit
with natural light on three sides, with a
stage and dance floor in the centre.
Tattooists and traders mingled with
hairdressers and painters, and
everyone enjoyed the reasonably
priced bar. Pinstriper and signwriter
Nefarious had made the journey to
Bournemouth and was one of only two
'Art' elements I saw at the show, the
other being a young lad painting a
skull in oils on canvas. Most of the art
was being applied to skin.

Many of the tattooists were familiar
from the aforementioned Portsmouth
show. Clive Bilham (Ink to Envy), Aaron

Willet (Kings Ship Tattoo), Fiona Long
(Feline Tattoo) were there, and Styx
and his crew from Draconian Tattoo
had made the eleven hour journey
down from Aberdeen in Scotland. But
the long-distance award must go to
Ghiller Tattoo who had travelled all the
way from Malta!

At every show there are highlights and
one of mine was Fred from new studio
Needle and Fred. He was working his
first convention after serving time
working with Darren Stares at Unique
Tattoo. His clean, bright, bold,
illustrative Japanese style belies his
short career and I predict he will go
far. Leo Rios was at it again with
another of his massive body suit / back
pieces in a weekend, this time a
breathtaking Tibetan skull design. Ben
Hamill's Ink Studios were kept busy all
weekend, along with Adorned –
another local studio – who were
showcasing a fabulously diverse array
of styles, all executed to perfection.
On Sunday, Reno had planned a real

N
estled between the palm trees and manicured flower
beds of Westover Gardens in Bournemouth is the
majestic Pavilion Theatre, a Grade 2 listed Art Deco

building that was the chosen venue for the first ever Ink 'n' Art
Tattoo Fest. Reno and Gary, the organisers of the Portsmouth
Extravaganza, had teamed up once again and invited eighty or
so artists to come and enjoy the delights of another of England's
famous south coast seaside towns.

2.

1.

3.

1. viva elvis

2. trophies

3. by ceri williams, inklination

Words and Pictures by Perry
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4. 5.

6.

7.

8. 9.

4. by fred wheeler, needle and fred

5. by ash lewis, stained nation

6. by matt cassidy, urban image

7. by alex, adorned

8. by lee jegou, ink studios 

9. by wee kevin, draconian tattoo

10. if only he could! derek campbell eats sweets

11. by fred wheeler, needle and fred

12. by chris lewis, lewis point

13. by leo rios, leo rios tattoo

14. by jake giles, black sheep

15. by ben, adorned
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entertainment treat in the form of not one, but two Elvis
impersonators. Both were absolutely brilliant! They looked right
and sounded right, and they'd got Elvis's mannerisms spot-on too.

The only thing wrong with this show was the lack of visitors. The
venue, organisation and atmosphere were great, but there did
seem to be a lot of artists sitting about not working. This is the
fourth show (that I know of) that has taken place in Bournemouth
over the last few years and none of them seem to have been
successful in terms of visitor numbers. Maybe it's not the right
town, maybe the date's too close to the London Convention, but
whatever the reason for the poor turnout, this is definitely a show
with lots of potential. With so many top class studios in
attendance, the work that was done was of a very high standard
and the judges had their work cut out. A special mention here

11.10. 12.

13.

14. 15.
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16. 17.

18.

19.

16. by jake, ravenskin

17. by rudy, black sheep tattooists

18. by urban vigilante, forever and ever

19. by lee, ink studios

20. by natasha papadakos, living art collective

21. by dane forester, image tattoo

22. by ben hamil, ink studios

23. by ben quinn, tattooland

24. by tim childs, southsea tattoo company

25. by diddy martin, forever and ever

26. by chris lewis, lewis point
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must go to Chris Lewis of Lewis Point Tattoo who walked
away with four of the top honours. There were also prizes
for the runners-up, so the clapping seemed to go on for
ages!

As Elvis took to the stage for a final rendition of 'Love Me
Tender', it was time for me to put on my 'Blue Suede
Shoes’ and for all of us to go our 'Separate Ways’ and
head home. All in all this was a good show in a great
venue with top drawer entertainment, but maybe
Bournemouth just isn't ready for a tattoo convention yet?

20. 21.

22. 23. 24.

25.

26.
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Who is Tessa Kozlowski?
First and foremost I'm a mother. My
daughter is the most valuable gift the
universe has given me. I'm definitely a
lover, not a fighter, and I'm a person of
many colours, much deeper than what
you see on my skin. I'm passionate about
the world – this may sound cheesy, but
it's true – and I believe that if we can just
disconnect from the distorted reality that
we've created and see life for what it
really is... well it's a beautiful place. My
friends say I'm a hippie and I belong in
the era of peace and love, and they're
probably right.

How did you get into modelling?
I started modelling when I was 19, with
the sole intention of becoming a Sullen
Angel. I never really thought about
having a following, or being well known,
but this became part of my journey. At
first, I only did photoshoots to submit
them to magazines and work towards
joining the Sullen Family, but after about
a year my style changed and I got into
the more creative side of modelling. I
realised that I could use my photos to tell
stories that would speak to people on an
emotional level and perhaps even help
them in some way.

What was your first tattoo? What
does it mean to you now?
I got the two nautical stars on my hips
when I was 18. They don't mean
anything; I got them "just because". But
my second tattoo, the (Hed)p.e. logo on

my wrist, has much more meaning.
Their music helped me find myself

when I was lost, guiding me
towards the light when I

was in a very dark place.
I love that tattoo still. It

may be small, but it
plays a huge part in
my life.

What inspired your neck tattoos?
On the side of my neck I have a
dreamcatcher with an all-seeing eye in
the middle (no, it's not the Illuminati
symbol!) to protect me against evil, both
seen and unseen. The word "Victorious"
underneath my chin represents the fact
that instead of letting past experiences
send me down the road to self-
destruction, I have used those
experiences to become strong. I have
overcome so much in my life, and I chose
the word “Victorious” because it
resonates with the way I feel about
where I am today. I find the good in
everything.

Tell us about the cat on your hand.
Josh Hagan did this portrait, and it was
for my twentieth birthday. I got my cat
when I was 18, and for a long time he
was my constant companion.
Transitioning into adulthood was tough,
but he was always there for me, no
matter how crazy things became. I can't
tell you how many times I held my cat
and cried. He always comforted me, so I
wanted his portrait to keep him with me
always.

Do you design your tattoos or do
you rely more on your artist?
I am close with the people who tattoo
me; I trust their artistic abilities and I
don't want to hinder their creativity, so I
simply explain what it is I want and why,
and then I let them take the reins.

What was your most painful
tattoo?
Oh man, the side of my neck was the
most painful by far. The outlining was a
breeze, but we had to use a really small
needle to colour it in and I felt like I was
going to die! But a little bit of pain for a
beautiful piece that lasts a lifetime is
totally worth it.

How would you feel if your
daughter wanted a tattoo when
she's older? 
Sophia is just 3 years old! I wouldn't
allow her to get tattooed until she was
17, and I wouldn't want her to tattoo her
hands, neck or face, but as long as it
was a piece that had meaning to her,
something she truly wanted, then I
wouldn't mind at all. Her father, Christian
Marek, is a tattoo artist (he's done the
majority of my work) so I would
definitely want him to be the one to do it!

What is your philosophy of life?
I'm just here for the ride. I want to enjoy
life to the full, see beautiful places and
appreciate beautiful things. I know that
our world isn't perfect, but too many
people focus on the bad – the fear,

death and destruction they see on the
News – and never on the good.
Despite everything that's happening,
I know I am giving my daughter an
amazing world. I just want to take it
one day at a time and continue to
experience the peace I've found in
the last few years.

Tattoos: Christian Marek, Carl Grace, Josh Hagan, Ry-Tang, Big Gus

Make-up Artist: Victor Gonzalez-Baltazar

Photography: Jenna Kraczek, www.jennakraczekphotography.com
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todo, abt tattoo (usa) antony flemming, world of tattoos

by johnny gage, flaming art tattoo
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guy tinsley, wise guys ink

stefano c, frith st tattoo

gari henderson, northside tattooz dawnii, painted lady tattoo parlour

paul terri, skinkandi



nick baxter (usa)

pepa heller, bohemian tattoo 
(new zealand)

kirk silver, silver city tattoo
(new zealand)



cui tattoo (china)

tony evans, opulent ink
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kelly smith, five magics

ettore bechis, absolution tattoo lounge (italy)



daniela degtiar (on the road)

kali, never say die

otte timar, red lion tattoo
(hungary)
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jason boatman, dedication tattoo (usa)
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mike boyd, the circle cecil porter (usa)

jenna kerr, 
devil in the detail

chris sutton, flaming art tattoo

yomico moreno
yomico art (venezuela)

daan van den dobblesteen
(holland)

mark ford, 
evil from the needle

andrea mallus, 
tattoo mexican family (italy)
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ichi hatano, ichi tattoo (japan)

lee symonds, cherry blossom tattoo

matt devereson, progression tattoo

daniela degtiar (on the road)



samuel sancho, 
wanted tattoo (portugal)

aaron bell, slave to the needle

andy canino, dedication tattoo (usa)

ryan smith tattoos (australia)

hannah von farren, 
loaded forty four
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helen mcdonnell, skullduggery tatu

németh szilárd, everest tattoo (hungary)

dap, skingdom tattoo (italy)
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dan frye, angelic hell



brian thurow, dedication tattoo (usa)

james bull, o’ happy dagger tony klett, urban art tattoo (usa)

daniel ross
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kamil, kamil art

darren wright, lost medusa tattoo

alejandro cervantes, tattoo mexican family (italy)

jacob pedersen, crooked moon
(sweden)
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sam yamini, 
dedication tattoo (usa) steven kerr, ink minx tattoo nakota garza (germany)

adam mcdermott, folklore tattoo mike cann, folk city tattoo
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matt axe, awol tattoo 

filip pasieka, tlc tattoo

jason butler, 
retribution tattoo

chris perkins, lovingink tattoo

tim hendricks (usa)

ching, east tattoo (china)
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vladimir ochoa, irezumi tattoo (italy)

darren luke, magic mutant gallery

mark bester,
marked for life

chris perkins, 
lovingink tattoo
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Here at Total Tattoo we receive
 lots of emails

from music promoters, and I do mean lots.

After all, it's their job to promote their bands,

and we're an obvious name to have on their

mailing list. But it takes more than just 

inked-up musicians to make a feature in

Total Tattoo. The email I received from Matt

Brinkworth of Big Machine Media
 was

something different. He represents 
US band

Living Dead Lights. 

Coming to the UK on a huge wave of publicity,

the band have secured interviews with the

music mags, but Matt told me that guitarist

Alan Damian was particularly keen to hook up

with Total Tattoo on a more personal basis.

He's a serious tattoo collector. Just one look

at his work told me we had to meet, and the

time I spent in the company of this hard

rocking yet gently spoken man was an

absolute pleasure.
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Although he was playing music at an early age,

Alan tells me he didn't really start to take things

seriously until he was about 14. “You don’t know

who you are or what you want to do before then. I

was just busy having fun. To be honest, the first

few years it was kind of a chore playing the guitar.

It was more like hard work, not a form of self-

expression. As I got older I started to hang out

with the music crowd and it became more of a

lifestyle, more about who I was. Looking back now,

I can see how music has defined me as a person.

It's not just the music itself, or the bands, but the

persistence it's taken to get to where I am today,

in a signed band. The willpower and the

determination to create a life out of your art – to

me that was always the challenge.”

As for Alan’s amazing tattoos, apparently they
just sort of happened. “I started about ten
years ago. As far as my parents were
concerned, if anything was taboo it was getting
a tattoo. They were super conservative. They
just wanted me to do all the right shit. So my
first tattoo was a hard line to cross. A lot of my
friends had them, and at the time they seemed
to make a person look more unique. That was
what interested me. Now everywhere you look
in LA everybody seems to have something,
which is probably why I got more and more.”

“I knew that if I was going to be a tattooed

person, then at the very least I would want two

sleeves. The Eastern aesthetic was always the

direction for me. I’m also into meditation and

Eastern thought, and I wanted my tattoos to

be personal and have some sort of theme. As

an artist, there did not seem any point in having

bits of random stuff.”
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When I first saw Alan's tattoos, it was his backpiece
that really made my jaw drop. I asked him to tell me
more about it. “When the time came to start doing mybackpiece I had a few ideas. I knew that I wanted
something different. I really believed in my artist; nomatter what I chose, I trusted that he would approachit in his own unique way. The Hannya really appealedto me. Mike's interpretation of it and the way he's
done it – the honeycombing, the angle – just set it
apart.” I couldn't agree more. It's a fantastic piece ofwork. “Also my Danish heritage means that I have
very pale skin”, Alan continues, “which really holds
the colour. It's the first time in my life I can say that'sbeen an advantage.”

“My tattoos have given me a lot of

satisfaction and I have taken my time with

them. I have done maybe one or two pieces a

year, and I always finish one before starting

another because I don’t like to have

unfinished work on me.” Alan also likes the

fact that his tattoos can remain hidden if he

wants them to (a feeling I share about my

own tattoos). “I don’t like the idea of doing

my hands and my neck. I like being able to

walk around looking like a normal guy if I want

to; grandma doesn't need to see everything.

People still judge you. It may not be the case

in London or LA, but outside of these

metropolitan hubs it’s a different story.”

Rock 'n' roll and tattooing are of
course intrinsically linked and I
was curious to know what
similarities Alan saw between the
two. “There are a lot of tattooists
who do shitty tattoos and don't
care. They tattoo for the all the
wrong reasons. There are also a
lot of shitty bands that play music
for all the wrong reasons. But
these are not the real artists.
There are plenty of people in both
worlds – in music and in tattooing
– who take pride in what they do.
For me, tattooing was another
creative avenue to explore and
get excited about. I think
musicians play music to express
their individuality. Whether they
are anti-society or conform to
society's norms, music makes
them feel like they're not just
sheep. I think it’s the same
mindset with being tattooed.”



Alan continues in the 
same vein as he talks

about his dedication t
o living the creative lif

e.

“I’ve had 'normal' jobs before and fel
t what it's

like to be a 'normal' person, and there i
s nothing

wrong with that, but it just did
n't resonate with

me. I always had this desire for
 my art to create

the kind of life I wanted. It’s not about t
rying to

be famous or cool. It's about
 doing something

that you feel is genuin
e, and have that take 

you

there. It means everything to m
e. I feel I have

lived life for the most part on my own terms.

You have to figure ou
t how to step away from

what you were brought up with, what your

parents told you, you
r teachers, your

government.” 

“There's nothing wrong with
getting a full-time job, working
forty hours a week, saving up to
buy a house and having kids.
But I wanted to carve out
something a bit more
complicated... more
meaningful for me,
perhaps. There have been
moments when I have
been a very frustrated
human being, trying to
get meaning out of life.
Now I can’t imagine
living any differently.
Whatever you want
out of life, you need
to be true to
yourself. You need
to be genuine. No
matter what people
tell you, if you really
feel something then
that’s what you need
to follow. At the end of
the day we have to live
with the choices we
make. Tattoos are a
great example of that.”

www.livingdeadlights.com

www.facebook.com/LivingDeadLights
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BERLIN
TATTOO CONVENTION

This year, the show returned to its old
familiar venue, the Treptow Arena on the
banks of the River Spree. (Although the
organisers had found a good central venue
last year, there were problems with the air
conditioning and some minor flooding.) I
had never been to this part of the city in the
summer, so I was pleasantly surprised to find
that it was full of life, with thriving
waterside cafes and other attractions. And
directly adjacent to the convention venue,
with an open door guarded by a bouncer,
there was a beach! It's one of those curious
things about Berlin. Although inland, the city
actually boasts a number of good beaches,
including those along the River Spree and on
the shores of the famous Wannsee lakes. So
city-dwellers don't need to make the journey
to the coast. It's all rather lovely and
civilised: you get to sip a chilled German
beer, paddle, swim or just sit with your feet
in the sand, and then simply take the U-Bahn
train home!

Inside the convention, where all the artists
were working, there was plenty of space but
it got rather hot – so much so that a company
with a trade stall started handing out much-
needed fans. But there was also an outside
area, with separate events, a second stage, art
fusion, comfy seating, drinks and a fantastic
river view.

So in this relaxed riverside setting, with so
much to see and do, did any work get done?
Oh yes, it certainly did, and some very well-
deserved awards were handed out too. The
convention saw the usual blend of
international names mixing it up with local
tattooists, resulting in a wonderful variety of
work on show. Artists from Turkey, Taiwan,
Mexico, Russia, India, Chile, the USA,
Brazil, New Zealand, China, South Africa,
Indonesia, Korea, Canada and Thailand, and
all over Europe too, worked their way
through the three days and produced some
amazing tattoos. Some entered their pieces
into the competitions, others were just happy
to be there without feeling the need to
compete. With amazing work continuing to
emerge from Eastern Europe, everyone
seems to have raised their game and I saw
some truly awe-inspiring pieces here. Some
were large and impressive, others small and
exquisite – which just goes to show you
don’t have to have a bodysuit to have a
showstopper.

The summer setting works very well for the
Berlin convention. For me, and for the many
fans who keep coming back year after year,
this is one of Europe's must-see events.

The Berlin convention never disappoints. Now firmly established
as a summer event (after a couple of decades of winter exposure)
the show has settled comfortably into its new time slot and is
extremely well attended.

1. by bonel, corazon santo

2. by pancho, rock’n’roll tattoo

3. by brian povak, schwarze hand

4. by josh

5. by maciek, magic’s tattoo studio

6. by maia sadica, art force tattoo 

(poland)

7. expo art

8. by michael bajbor, 

rock’n’roll tattoo

6.

7. 8.
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9. 10.

11.

12. 13.
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14. 15. 16.

18.

17.

9. by kosta, prive tattoo, athens, (greece)

10. by tseng yu chieh, shen yun studio (taiwan)

11. by andrei kolbasin (russia)

12. by pancho rock’n’roll tattoo (poland)

13. by shio, malandrangen & saudade (spain)

14. by alenaby karina cuba, cuba tattoo (russia)

15. by pancho rock’n’roll tattoo (poland)

16. by miroslav, revolvink (czech republic)

17. by zinaida pasko, sunrise studio (russia)

18. by marco manzo, tribal tattoo (italy)
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19. 20.

21.

22.

23.19. by julian siebert, 

corpse painter (germany)

20. by leszek jasina, 

tatuazu gonzo (poland)

21. by mark theemig, 

lebensart (germany)

22. by zoltan krizsan, 

dr singer tattoo (hungary)

23. by tibi szalai, tempel 

(munich)
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The Art of Godmachine is a massively impressive body
of work – but more than that, it represents one man's
mission to embrace his vision. Fuelled by pizza and

coffee, this dark alchemist delves into a macabre world.
Page after page of his astounding book reveals that he is

the undeniable master of his art, with a seemingly
limitless imagination. A chat with this Welsh wizard
of the screenprint was long overdue...

What are your earliest memories of art?
I've always been drawing or trying to make things. It's just something I

enjoy doing. I think we are all born creative and then life beats it out of us.
One of my earliest memories is sitting with my mum drawing on the back of
old wallpaper. For years I thought that's what drawing was: wallpaper and
massive pens. And every time my folks decorated the house, we were
allowed to draw on the walls first! My dad recently stripped some wallpaper

and found a drawing I of mine. It's just a crooked hand, but he let it stay there.
It's really nice that he did that. It reminds me of when my grandad was ill and we

went to see him in hospital... As we were leaving my mum picked me up to kiss
the window on the door to his room. He died not long after that, but I was told
that he never let anyone clean that window because he could still see the greasy lip
and hand prints on it. I think art is like that for the artist... wanting to be seen
without being there, or be remembered without being seen.

Interview by James Sandercock 

Pictures by Godmachine
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What drives you?
I honestly don't know. I think early on
someone must have told me that
something I drew was nice, which felt
good, so I did it again. I remember as a
kid drawing a picture of Mickey Mouse
and showing it to my mate Bumpy. He
went mental over it and that made me
want to draw more. Or maybe all those
hours spent alone, scribbling away, just
felt right. I love giving an existence to
something that doesn't exist.

What inspires you?
What doesn't? Everything inspires me. The bad things, the bad times. The good
things and the good times. I can be inspired by the colour of a streetlight in a puddle
(I actually took a photo of that once and used the colours to finish a piece), the
texture of a wall, a sad story of an old man, the sound of young magpies fighting in
the mornings... Everything inspires me. It can get very tiring responding to
everything but the rewards are great. I think some people – some normal people,
that is, not artists (let's admit it, artists are not normal people) – expect the
external world to be responsible for entertaining them. They wait to be inspired.
They wait for inspiration to come from somewhere else outside them. People finish
work for the day and sit in front of the TV every night and complain that there's
nothing 'good' on – just like a child wanting to be entertained. They see the world
as a babysitter that has to provide them with entertainment and inspiration. And
that's just not the case. My grandad was bedridden for the last years of his life and I
would often come home from school and eat at his house when my parents were
working late. My granddad would ask me how my day had been and what I'd done,
and like a typical kid I would say “nothing much... it was boring...”, and then he
would tell me how he'd seen the neighbours clean the car, talked to the postman
through the window, watched two birds playing in the trees, had dinner with my
nan, read this and that in a book, seen the people from number twelve do their
shopping... and so on. I remember understanding that this bedridden man could see
the world in a better way than a young healthy kid with everything ahead of him.
That woke me up.
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I love film. Actually it's my first love,
and I've studied it a bit too. I feel
massively rewarded when I see a
good film and massively crushed
when I see a bad one. The more you
know about film, the more it gives
you back; questioning everything in a
film will make you see new things you
have never noticed before. David
Lynch talks about life being like that;
the deeper your consciousness, the
greater your understanding of the
world around you. The more
conscious you are of the book you
read or the film you watch, the more
you get from that film or book.

And how have tattoos inspired you?
Back in the day when there was still a
solid dividing line between
merchandise designers, tattooists,
comic illustrators, etc, I was doing the
dance of copying whatever style was
'in' for merch – which was mostly
cut-and-paste graphics or Santa Cruz
art. Tattoos were starting to become
popular, and most of my friends were
getting them, so I was looking at a lot
of tattoo mags, absorbing all these
images and wondering why they
weren't on t-shirts. Then I stumbled
across Derek Noble's work and that
was it. I made the decision to drop the
style I was doing and find my own
style, heavily inspired by tattoo art,
which is what I am doing today. There
was nothing like it back then and it
took me a long time to be accepted. I
couldn't sell anything at first. Nobody
wanted this new stuff. But now it's
everywhere. So I have to thank the
tattoo community for giving me the
inspiration and the guts to do what I
did. Plus tattooists put me to shame
with how hard working they are.
Tattooists do in a day what I do in a
week! Massive respect and thank
you.

The Art of Godmachine
Flood Gallery Publishing
Available from:
www.thefloodgallery.com
Price £30
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Kazuo Oguri was born in 1931

in Gifu, Japan. This is the

fascinating story of how he

inherited the illustrious Horihide name and helped

forge the link between Japanese tattooing and the

West in the years following World War II. Now in his

eighties, master Horihide has recently retired, passing

his expertise and artistry to the next generation of

the Gifu Horihide tattoo family. On a recent trip to

Japan, Pete Oz (himself a Japanese tattoo specialist)

had the privilege of meeting him. We're honoured

that Horihide has chosen to share with us these

reflections on his tattoo life.

Words by Pete Oz • Pictures by Pete Oz & Horihide
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1950
After the War, a young Kazuo Oguri was working as a driver at a
military base. In 1950, aged just nineteen, he decided to go to
Tokyo. But it wasn't easy to find a job there, and his money soon ran
out. He had nothing to live on, and only bread to eat, and he was
getting very hungry. One day he spotted an Apprentice Wanted
sign. No other details were given. Thinking it would probably be for
a trade like carpentry, he went to see the teacher... and found
himself in a tattoo studio (wondering if he'd stumbled into Yakuza
territory!) The teacher turned out to be none other than tattoo master
Horihide (Hideo Murai), and from that day on Kazuo Oguri became
his pupil.

A Japanese tattooing apprenticeship is an arduous process of deep
commitment, not to be undertaken lightly. As Horihide explains, “A
typical apprenticeship is for five years, then for one year after that
you give your master all the money you make – to say thank you.
This is because your master will have provided all your
accommodation and food, and sometimes your clothes too. Whether
you were a carpenter, a decorator or a tattooer, these old-style live-
in Japanese apprenticeships were always the same. Times have
changed, but sixty years ago things were very strict. Every morning
you would be woken at five o'clock and you would do all the
cleaning. Sometimes your master would punch you or kick you very
hard. But every day you would be learning.”

1956
After finishing his apprenticeship, Kazuo Oguri left his
master's house and became a tattooist in his own right.
Living in an apartment in the Asakusa district of Tokyo,
he worked out of a home studio (as did everyone in
those days). He now bore his master's name in the
traditional Japanese way: Horihide II. A year later his
master died and he became Horihide I.

1957
One day, walking down a street in Asakusa during
festival time, Horihide saw a foreigner with a brightly
coloured tattoo. Japanese tattooing at that time was
only black sumi ink and grey, so this was a revelation.
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They got talking and Horihide asked him
about his tattoo. The guy gave him a
business card with the name 'Sailor Jerry'
on it. Horihide wrote to Sailor Jerry in
Hawaii, the two tattooists started to
exchange letters, and that's how it all
began. The link was forged between
Japanese tattooing and the West.

1969
Horihide flew to Hawaii to visit Sailor
Jerry. During his stay he also met a
young Ed Hardy (who was then just a
relatively unknown tattooist from San
Diego, California) and Mike Malone,
who was taking photographs. Horihide
tattooed them both by hand (tebori), and
then he tattooed Sailor Jerry with a
machine. This was a first for Horihide,
because tattoo machines were unheard
of in Japan at that time. In fact Horihide
brought a lot of stuff back home with him
from that trip. He shared Sailor Jerry's
inks with other Japanese tattooists,
including Horiyoshi II and Horikin
(“Everybody was like wow, look at that
colour! And now everywhere is
beautiful!”) and he pioneered the use of
the tattoo machine in Japanese tattooing.
It was groundbreaking.
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1970
Leaving Tokyo and moving back to Gifu, his old home
town, Horihide created the Tokai Irezumi Club. This
began as a group of thirty or so tattoo artists from the
local area who came together to study and discuss the
development of the Japanese tattoo. It evolved into the
Nihon Irezumi Kyokai (Japanese Tattoo Association),
with Horihide as its president, and it now has about
five thousand members worldwide.

1973
Before returning home from one of his many American
trips, Horihide had planned to fit in another visit to
Sailor Jerry in Hawaii. But he decided instead to fly
directly back to Japan. It was shortly after this that
Sailor Jerry tragically lost his life in a motorbike
accident, so the two were destined never to meet
again.

Flying to Japan with Horihide on this occasion was Ed
Hardy, with whom Horihide had been staying in
California. He'd begged Horihide to teach him the art
of the Japanese tattoo and was now going to study
with him in Gifu. On his return home, keen to spread
the word, he opened a busy studio in San Francisco
offering work in the Japanese style, reputedly the first
in America. 
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1970s and 1980s
Horihide describes the 1970s as a very
happy time for him. He was travelling a
lot, very busy with his work and making
plenty of money! Winning first prize at
the Houston tattoo convention in 1979
was the catalyst for huge media interest
back in Japan and during the 1980s,
many well-known international artists
came to visit him at his studio: Hanky
Panky, Doc Forrest, Lyle Tuttle, members
of the Skuse family, Australians Tony
Cohen and Des Connolly, and Steve
Gilbert from Canada, to name but a few.
He also journeyed to America to spend
time with prominent artists including
Spider Webb, Cliff Raven, Bert Grimm,
Eddie Funk and Dave Shore.

1990s to the
present
Numerous accolades were to follow. In
1998 Horihide was presented with the
Lifetime Achievement Award at the
inaugural Northern Ink Xposure in
Toronto, and in 1999 he was a special
guest at the first ever Tokyo Tattoo
Convention. In 2002 he attended the
New York convention, as well as having
two volumes of his designs published by
Keibunsha that same year. He exhibited
his art at the 2007 Toyohashi Tattoo
Summit and gave a tebori show at the
prestigious Tokyo King of Tattoo in 2008.
In 2012 he was guest of honour at the
first anniversary celebrations of the
Amsterdam Tattoo Museum.          
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Horihide's many years in the business have given him an interesting perspective on
changing attitudes in Japanese tattooing. “In the old days, everything was kept secret.
People would not show their tattoos, and artists were very secretive about their inks
and their needles. Some were very unfriendly. Nowadays it's very different. At
conventions, all the younger artists ask me questions – about my needles, inks and
machines – and that's good. Everyone is open now, and I've changed my style too.
I'm not secretive like I used to be when I was younger.”
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2014
Horihide retired this year. As he looks
back on six decades of tattooing, and the
influence he's had on the world of ink, he
is obviously very happy. “When I go to
America everyone wants to watch me
work. Everyone likes Japanese designs,
and they want to copy what I do. Many
people want me to tattoo them. In Japan
every tattoo design tells a story, but
American tattoos are just like cartoons.
So everybody wants a Japanese tattoo –
because it's a whole back, or a whole
arm, you know. People say this is a
tattoo.”

Let's give the last word to Tomoya
(Horihide II), Horihide's apprentice, who
will eventually inherit the name Horihide I:

“It's an enormous honour to be given the
Horihide name, and it's a lot of pressure
too. I have to do my best so that the
tradition can continue. Gifu City is right in
the middle of Japan and it's full of
history, so it's an important place to be.
My dream is to travel to America and
meet my master's friends – and perhaps
visit England too, of course – but at the
moment I must stay here, tattooing and
studying with my master. Horihide is the
greatest artist in the world.”
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From the word go, tattoo was just
part of everyday life for Aimee
Cornwell. Her father Mark Cornwell

was in the business, so the buzz of the
coil machine was a familiar sound. But,
as is often the way, the magic got lost in
the mundane and when she left school
Aimee found herself working in bars
and retail, not realising that an artistic
future lay ahead of her. Fate
intervened, and when a spark of
memory ignited into a flame of creative
passion, Aimee found herself utterly
consumed by tattoo.

Interview James Sandercock

Images Aimee Cornwell
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Aimee's tattoo story begins with her
childhood in Enfield, North London.
“My Mum and Dad were together
until I was about four. My Dad is a
tattooist and a true artist. The house
looked crazy. It was just beautiful, as
is the place he has now. We didn't
have a television until I was sixteen,
so I ended up drawing with him all
the time. He always says I was the
easiest child ever – just stick me in the
corner with some pencils and leave
me to it. After my parents' divorce I
would spend two weeks with him and
then two weeks with my Mum. He
lived in Tufnell Park, near Camden
(he still lives there now) and every
time I went there he would be
tattooing. He had a private studio
and was really busy back then. So I
have always been around tattooing
and I have always loved it.”

“My Dad's style is mainly American
traditional and Japanese. When I was
a kid I remember him tattooing lots of
Hells Angels. He was also friends with
Lal Hardy and Alex Binnie. In fact
Into You was the first tattoo shop I
ever visited. It was 1996 and I was

only six years old. My dad bought
me two Into You t-shirts and they were
like dresses on me! I still have them,
and I can still just about squeeze into
them – which is cool.” 

“It's hard to pinpoint the moment
when I first became aware of
tattooing. It was always around, and
it was just my normality. I never saw it
as strange or weird. When I left
school I worked in bars and retail. I
didn’t really think much about what I
was doing. Drawing was the only
thing I'd ever been any good at, so I
decided to give tattooing a go
because I knew you could make quite
a lot of money from it. All I did was
put loads of drawings on Facebook
and some random studio contacted
me and asked if I wanted to become
an apprentice. It was just handed to
me, like that, and I didn't realise quite
what I'd got hold of.”

“I'd always thought my Dad was the
best tattooist in the world. He's good,
but his work was all I had ever known
and it's what I thought tattooing was.
Then when I started to look in
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magazines I suddenly realised, Fuck you can be
amazing at this! That was when tattooing
became a passion for me. I fell in love with it.”

“In the beginning I was drawing for everyone in
the studio, but I was trying to make my designs
look like the tattoos that I had seen. I never
considered the possibility of doing my own
thing. I had always done traditional designs
because of my Dad, and I could do them well –
but this style didn't really lend itself to the way I
drew, and as I became more influenced by
other artists I began to realise this wasn't how I
should be working. But I couldn't get my head
round it when John Anderton looked at my
drawings and said 'You need to tattoo like this'.
It was first time anybody had said that to me. I
wasn't very good technically, and I just didn’t
know how to make it happen.” 

That encounter with John Anderton was clearly a pivotal moment for Aimee,
so I asked her to tell me more. “Actually it's a very long story, and quite a
strange one. It was a couple of years ago and I was at the Liverpool
Convention. I was sitting and staring at a blank sheet of paper when
suddenly a hand appeared and tapped the paper, and a voice said 'Just
start drawing.' I looked up to see who it was, and it was John. To be honest
I was a bit star struck, which used to happen to me quite a lot. But one thing
led to another, and I ended up doing a guest spot at his studio. After the
first week he gave me my own set of keys with the word 'Home' written on
them and asked me if I would move in! And that was it.”
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Working with John has given Aimee a
whole new approach to tattooing.
“John is amazing at helping people.
Everyone he comes into contact with,
the quality of their work goes up. He
doesn't just tell you what he knows
about tattooing; he tells you how you
could apply it to your own style. He's
given me confidence. Having
someone to talk to about tattooing, I
can get my ideas out without feeling
stupid. That's a big thing, because my
ideas were never stupid, but in the
past I was too scared to share them.” 

Aimee now finds inspiration
everywhere. “I use photography to
gather as much material as I can.
Anything that catches my eye. I'm
very influenced by nature and I
reference it a lot. Often it's the
colours, and the palette that I want to
use for a tattoo. I try not to look at
other artists' work now because I
really want my art to be about me.
Once you have the technical side
down, you just need to apply it to the
things you love and see where it
goes. I think it's important to keep
your eyes and your mind open all the
time to everything around you.”



90 Total Tattoo Magazine

I was interested to know the extent to
which Aimee involves her clients in the
creative process. “I like to look at how
they dress, and hear about their hobbies
and the other things they like to do. We
may look through books together. Say
they want an animal – well we'll talk
about what sort of personality that
animal will have. I think people like that
involvement. It makes them feel really
special and it makes the tattoo an even
bigger part of them. I love it when tattoos
have meaning; I think it’s so important. I
freehand everything and let the body
dictate the shape of the tattoo – rather
that drawing it on a piece of paper then
forcing it to fit – so obviously the client
needs to be present for the whole
process! The tattoo needs to look natural.
Preferably big and bold, so you have no
trouble seeing what it is. It needs to be
readable from every angle.”
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And what of Aimee's future artistic
development? “I want to take some more
formal art classes – perhaps oil painting.
I also want to learn guitar. Any creative
input is good input. And tattooing in
different styles helps to keep you moving.
For instance if someone wanted a spider
with some script under it, I'd be OK with
the spider but I’m shit at script... but
instead of saying no to the tattoo, I'd
practice and practice the script until I was
satisfied I could do it. If you love
something like I love tattooing, then
nothing is too much of a chore. Over the
last twelve months I have progressed a
lot, but I'm not yet fully happy with what
I’m doing... I don’t know... I still feel that
I should apply more of my drawing style
to my tattoos. Sometimes I look at my
tattoos and think they are too realistic. At
the moment I'm concentrating on massive
bold lines, which I haven't done for a
while.”
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I wondered where Aimee saw her place within
tattooing? “It is like magic to me, but I don’t know
whether I feel part of the wider tattoo world. The
convention scene is not really me; I’m not sure if I fit
in. I love to talk with tattooists as individuals, but I
don’t really want to put myself out there too much.
In the beginning I wanted to be part of it all and be
seen as cool, I'll admit it. But now all I want to do is
my own thing. I just want to tattoo, and for people
to be happy with their tattoos.”

“I would definitely like to do some guest spots
abroad, and work with other artists too. And not
necessarily tattoo artists; I want to develop
friendships with people who have a different
creative perspective to me. I want to be stimulated
by different views on life and inspired by different
cultures. Everything I do feeds back into my
tattooing even if I think I’m taking time off to refresh
my mind.”

At the end of an interview, I usually ask if there is
anybody the artist would like to thank, or pay
tribute to. For Aimee this was a no-brainer. “My
Dad. He got me into this. He is an amazing,
eccentric, crazy guy.”

Aimee Cornwell
Nemesis Tattoo Studio
4 Vane Terrace, Seaham, County Durham SR7 7AU
0191 581 1180
www.facebook.com/AimeeCornwellTattoos
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Bold As Brass Tattoo Co
The Basement, Charleston House
12 Rumford Place, Liverpool, L3 9DG
0151 227 1814
boldasbrasstattoo.com
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UK CONVENTIONS

February 20-22

Brighton Tattoo Convention
The Hilton Metropole Hotel, Brighton

www.brightontattoo.com

February 28-March 1

Tattoo Tea Party
Event City, Phoenix Way, Urmston, Manchester.

M41 7TB

www.tattooteaparty.com

March 28-29

The Scottish 
Tattoo Convention
The Edinburgh Corn Exchange

10 New Market Rd, Edinburgh,

Edinburgh EH14 1RJ

www.scottishtattooconvention.net

March 28-29

Tattoo Kulture
Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare, 

North Somerset

April 12

Ink n Iron
The Tower, Reservoir Road, 

Birmingham B16 9EE

www.inkandiron.co.uk

April 11-12

Tattoo Extravaganza
Portsmouth
The Pyramids Centre, Southsea sea front

Portsmouth PO5 3ST

www.tattooextravaganza.co.uk

April 11-12

Northlakes Tattoo Convention
The shepherds inn Carlisle

www.northlakes tattoo.com

Tel 01228545156 

May 8-10

Maiden City Ink
Everglades Hotel, Prehen Road.,Derry.

Northern Ireland

maidencityink@aol.com

May 16-17

Liverpool Tattoo Convention
The Adelphi Hotel, Ranelagh Place, Liverpool,

Merseyside L3 5UL

www.liverpooltattooconvention.com

May 23-24

Northern Ireland 
Tattoo Convention
Ulter Hall, 34 Bedford St, Belfast, County

Antrim BT2 7FF

www.facebook.com/pages/NI-Tattoo-

Convention-2014/228873017124155

June 6-7

Leeds International 
Tattoo Expo
New Dock Hall - Royal Armouries Museum

Armouries Drive, Leeds LS10 1LT

www.leedstattooexpo.com

June 6-7

Northampton Tattoo
Convention
Saints Rugby Ground, Weedon Road,

Northampton, NN5 5BG

www.northamptoninternationaltattooconventi

on.com

Tel: 01604949958

June 14

Reading Tattoo Show,
Rivermead Leisure Complex. 

Richfeild Avenue, Reading, RG1 8ER

readingtattooshow@hotmail.co.uk or

nolimitstattooing@hotmail.co.uk 

01189590700/01189598616 

www.readingtattooshow.co.uk

June 20-21

Croydon Tattoo Convention
Park Lanen, Croydon, Surrey CR9 1DG

www.croydontattooconvention.com

Tel 07507914885

June 20-21

York Tattoo Convention
York Racecourse, YO23 1EX

www.yorlinternationaltattooconvention.co.uk

August 1-2

Bedford International 
Tattoo Convention
Bedford Corn Exchange, St Pauls Square,

Bedford MK40 1SL

Tel: 01234 930504

September 13

Female Tattoo Show
The Assembly, Spencer Street,
Leamington Spa CV31 3NF

OVERSEAS CONVENTIONS

February 6-8

Milano Tattoo Convention
Ata Hotel Quark, 

Via Lampedusa 11/A - Milano Italy

www.milantattooconvention.it

March 6-8

Modial du Tatouage
La Grande Halle De La Villette

211 Avenue Jean Jaurès

75019 PARIS

March 13-15

Tattoo Ink Explosion
Kaiser-Friedrich-Halle, Möchengladbach

www.tattooinkexplosion.com

June 6-7

Tattoofest
Kracow, Poland

www.tattoofest.pl/convention

www.facebook.com/TATTOOFEST

September 12-13

Galway Tattoo Show
Radisson Hotel, Lough Atalia Road, Galway,

Ireland

www.facebook.com/galwaytattooshow

November 6-8

Brussels International 
Tattoo Convention
Tour & Taxis,  Avenue du Port 86, 1000 Brussels 

Belgium

www.brusselstattooconvention.be

CONVENTION CALENDAR
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Tattoo convention listings on this page are free. Send your details to 
Convention Calendar, Total Tattoo Magazine, 111 Furze Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR7 0AU, UK

or e-mail editor@totaltattoo.co.uk All details correct at time of going to press. E&OE.



NEXT MONTH

To find out who sells Total Tattoo in
your area, email your postcode to
vickyb@warnersgroup.co.uk

Save money with a subscription! For
details, call our free subscriptions
hotline on 0800 917 8794 or visit
www.totaltattoo.co.uk
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MIKE STOCKINGS  

VICTOR POLICHERI 

DALMIRO

VON LEADFOOT

RON ENGLISH

RODRIGO SOUTO - PEONY PERFECTION

Free
Show tickets

and prizes 
to be won
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MIKE STOCKINGS
Breaking with Tradition

VICTOR POLICHERI
All the way from the USA

DALMIRO
Fast flowing big scale tattoos

King of Tattoo
Japan’s finest Tattoo Show

Plus - VON LEADFOOT PINSTRIPES THE WORLD • IN SEARCH OF
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What makes you happy?

Painting.

What makes you angry?

Rude people.

What was the last book you read?

'I Am Legend' by Richard Matheson.

What was the last movie you saw?

Guardians of the Galaxy.

What pets do you have?

Loki (French bulldog), Bat (sphynx), Misty

(Norwegian forest mix), Maisy (moggy).

What would you eat for your last

meal on earth?

A massive steak.

What’s your funniest tattoo story?

Mine and the wife's matching garlic by Alice

from Divine Canvas, because why not?!

If you won the lottery what is the

first thing you would buy?

A monkey.

Who would play you in the movie of

your life?

Gary Oldman.

What song would be the soundtrack

to your life?

Journey - Any Way You Want It.

What would your super power be?

Invisibility.

What achievement are you most

proud of?

Chatting up my wife on the bus.

What is your biggest regret?

Chatting up my wife on the bus.

What keeps you awake at night?

A snoring French bulldog.

Any exciting news you would like to

share?

I made dinner all by myself and no one died.

Your favourite tattoo?

My garlic!

What is the best lesson life has

taught you?

When life gives you lemons, squeeze them in

people's eyes.

How would you like to be

remembered?

Not as the fat bald dude.

What is your favourite tattoo that

you have done and why?

My wife's back. It was my first completed back

piece and my first award-winner.

Finish this sentence: Dan is…? 

Always scared and confused. Always.

mugshot
We ask tattooists some probing questions and encourage 

them to reveal a different side of themselves!  

This month

Dan Arietti
Black Sails Tattoo
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NORWICH
NR7 0AU

TEL: 01603 958062
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